Goseley  Urban  Di^rict  Council. 


Annual  Report 

. . OF  THE  . . 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

(I.  MCRTADA,  M.A.,  Cantab.,  M.R.C.S,,  Eng.,  L.R.C.P.,  Lend.) 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1917. 


WOLVERHAMPTON : 

WHITEHEAD  BROS.,  PRINTERS,  ST.  JOHN’S  SQUARE  AND  KING  STREET. 


COSELEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Hnnual  IReport 

OF  THE 

DEPUTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

(I.  MORTADA,  M.A.,  Cantab.,  M.R.C.S.,  Eng,  L.R.C.P.,  Lond.) 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1917. 


To  the  Chair mixfi  and  Members  of  the  Coseley  Urban 
District  Council. 


GENTLEMEN,— 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1917. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  was  582,  comprising  304 
males  and  278  females,  a decrease  of  48  as  compared  with  1916.  Taking  the 
population  as  24,409,  this  gives  an  annual  birth  rate  of  23.87  per  1,000. 

The  deaths  registered  in  the  district  numbered  334,  of  which  190  were 
males  and  144  females,  which,  taking  the  population  as  21,897, 
gives  a death  rate  of  15.25  per  1,000,  a decrease  of  0.4  j)er  1,000  as  compared 
with  rate  on  the  previous  year. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  COSELEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1917. 


Causes  of  Death 
f Civilians  only  ). 
All  Causes 


Males.  Females. 
190  ...  144 


Enteric  Fever 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Influenza 

Erysipelas 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 
Rheumatic  Fever 
Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 
Puerperal  Fever 

Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal  Fevi 
Congenital  Debility,  etc. 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 
Suicide 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknowm 


_ 

16 

13 

4 

6 

— 

1 

4 

1 

11 

15 

2 

4 

10 

10 

4 
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15 

14 

21 
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21 

10 

— 

1 

1 

5 

1 

— 

2 

2 
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7 

8 

8 

3 

1 

— 

62 

41 

— 

... 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

1 ne  following  Table  shows  the  mortality  in  the  various  months  ol  the 
year  and  the  death  rate  : — 


Month. 

Deaths. 

Rate. 

January 

(4  weeks) 

25 

14.90 

February 

(4  weeks) 

24 

13.5 

March 

(5  weeks) 

28 

12.58 

April 

(4  weeks) 

37 

20.80 

May 

(4  weeks) 

38 

21.37 

June 

(5  weeks) 

30 

13.49 

July 

(4  weeks) 

21 

11.81 

August 

(4  weeks) 

12 

6.74 

September 

(5  weeks) 

10 

4.49 

October 

(4  weeks) 

8 

4.64 

November 

(4  weeks) 

11 

6.38 

December 

(5  weeks) 

28 

13.05 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  deaths  and  death  rate  from  these  diseases 
during  the  past  five  years.  There  were  46  deaths  in  1917,  representing  a 
zymotic  death  ratei  of  2.10  per  1,000:  — 
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1917 

0 

29 

0 

1 

10 

0 

6 

0 

0 

46 

2.10 

1916 

0 

1 

2 

2 

3 

0 

17 

1 

0 

26 

1.12 

1915 

0 

15 

2 

3 

1 

3 

18 

0 

1 

43 

1.88 

1914 

0 

3 

2 

0 

0 

2 

14 

1 

1 

23 

1 

1913 

0 

18 

0 

2 

3 

1 

18 

0 

1 

43 

1.88 
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MEASLES. 


There  was  a severe  epidemic  of  Measles  during  the  year.  No  less  than 
413  cases  were  notified,  of  which  29  were  fatal.  The  epidemic  started  in  the 
Bradley  area  and  gradually  spread  westward  to  Daisy  Bank,  West  Coseley, 
Roseville,  and  finally  to  Hurst  Hill.  The  Daisy  Bank  Infants’  School  and 
Christ  Church  Infants’  and  Hurst  Hill  Infants’  had  to  be  closed  in  succession 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  amongst  the  pupils. 


WHOOPING  COUCH. 

This  disease  is  not  notifiable  in  your  district,  but  no  less  than  ten  deaths 
from  it  have  been  recorded  during  the  year.  Apart  from  the  number  of  deaths 
from  measles,  which  is  quite  abnormal,  whooping  cough  accounts  for  more 
deaths  this  year  than  any  other  zymotic  disease. 

With  this  in  view,  I wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  deplorable  absence 
of  District  Nurses.  Arrangement  could  be  easily  made  either  for  the 
establishment  of  a District  Nursing  Association,  or  arrangement  could  be 
arrived  at  whereby  nurses  from  neighbouring  associations  could  attend  cases 
of  both  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  occurring  in  this  district.  I feel  sure 
that  if  proper  nursing  were  to  be  made  available,  the  number  of  the  fatal 
cases  from  these  diseases  could  be  reduced.  I may  also  add  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  makes  a special  grant  of  50%  of  total  e.vpenses  incurred 
under  this  head. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during 
the  year  : — 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  COSELEY. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1917. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Cases  Notified  in  whole 

District. 

(A 

<D 

-< 

< 

At  Ages — Years. 

Under  1 

1 to  5 

5 to  15 

15  to  25 

25  to  45 

45  to  65 

65  and 
upwards 

Small-Pox 

Cholera,  Plague 

— 

— 

— 









Diphtheria  and  Croup... 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 







Erysipelas 

10 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

5 



Scarlet  Fever  ... 

20 

— 

4 

14 

2 







Typhus  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 







Enteric  Fever  ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 



Relapsing  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 







— 

Measles  and  (German)... 

413 

20 

240 

149 

3 



1 

_ 

Cerbro-spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



_ 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

— 

— 







Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

40 

— 

3 

7 

8 

14 

8 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis  ... 

9 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

498 

23 

254 

172 

17 

18 

14 

— 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  mortality  amongst  children  under  one  year, 
and  the  proportion  per  1,000  births  registered,  for  the  previous  five  years;  — 


Deaths  under 

Mortality  per 

Year. 

1 year. 

1,000  births. 

1917 

... 

45 

77 

1916 

. . . 

73 

117 

1915 

. . . 

93 

142 

1914 

. . . 

86 

126 

1913 

. . . 

99 

132 

1912 

... 

59 

102 

It  is  extremely  gratifying  that  our  first  year  of  Maternity  work  has  shown 
such  good  result,  the  Infantile  Mortality  for  the  year  being  77  per  1,000,  while 
that  of  1915  was  no  less  than  142. 

The  figure  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1917  is  97  per  1,000,  which 
is  considerably  higher  than  that  of  this  district  for  the  same  period. 

I venture  to  say  that  this  conclusively  proves  the  need  for  and  value  of 
Maternity  work,  as  never  before  has  such  a low  mortality  amongst  infants  in  this 
district  been  recorded. 

I take  this  ojjportunity  to  express  my  api)reciation  of  the  energy  shown  by 
your  Nurses  in  so  ably  executing  their  work  under  very  trying  circumstances. 

The  following  Table  shows  Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year:  — 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1917. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under 

1 Month. 

1 to  3 
Months. 

3 to  6 
Months. 

6 to  9 
Months. 

9 to  12 
Months. 

Total. 

Measles 





1 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Bronchitis 

2 

— 

1 

2 

— 

5 

I’neumonia  (all  forms) 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Congenital  Debility  ... 

13 

1 

— 

1 

— 

15 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

3 

5 

1 

1 

— 

10 

Total  

18 

6 

6 

10 

5 

45 

6 


CONGENITAL  DEBILITY. 


It  will  be  seen  that  no  less  than  fifteen  infants  died  from  Congenital 
Debility,  thirteen  of  whom  died  under  one  month.  It  is  hoped  that  this  figure 
will  be  considerably  reduced;  when  expectant  mothers  will  be  under 
supervision. 


SUMMER  DIARRHSA. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  from  Diarrhoea  has  been 
reduced  to  two  during  the  twelve  months.  This  disease  has  received  the 
special  attention  that  it  requires. 

During  the  summer  months  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  your  district 
have  been  inspected  by  me,  while  your  Nurses  have  paid  special  attention  to 
bottle-fed  babies  during  that  period.  Also,  the  cards  you  had  printed  with 
Instructions  on  the  prevention  of  Summer  Diarrhoea  have  been  greatly 
appreciateed  by  the  mothers. 


MATERNITY  AND  INFANT  WELFARE. 

Two  Nurses  were  appointed  by  you  as  from  January  1st,  1917 — one  for 
the  East  and  the  other  for  the  West  Division  of  the  District.  Each  was  to 
devote  half  her  time  to  child  welfare,  and  half  for  school  work. 

Embodied  is  a table  of  their  work  during  the  year. 

Two  Centres  have  been  selected  for  the  establishment  of  Maternity  and 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  where  expectant,  as  well  as  nursing  mothers  and 
infants  will  be  continually  under  medical  supervision ; and  where  minor 
ailments  of  both  adults  and  infants  will  be  treated.  The  Clinic  for  the  East 
Division  has  been  located  at  the  Hall  Green  Primitive  Methodist  Chapel,  and 
Dr.  L’Estrange  Mathews  has  been  appointed  to  conduct  it ; while  the  Roseville 
Wesleyan  Chapel  has  been  selected  as  centre  for  West  Division,  the  Deputy 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  being  appointed  to  work  there. 

It  is  hoped  that  both  these  Clinics  will  very  shortly  be  in  full  working 
order,  as  all  necessary  arrangements  have  been  completed. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS. 


Cases  Visited 

East  Division. 

366 

West  Division 

360 

Revisits  made 

378 

488 

Death  Inquiries 

45 

19 

Stillborn 

6 

6 

Illegitimate 

7 

4 

Unnotified 

6 

10 

Tuberculosis 

26 

36 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium 

— 

1 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 
for  their  kind  consideration  and  consistent  support. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

I.  MORTADA,  M.A.,  Cantab.,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P.  (Lond.). 
Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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